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Sign up: 
https://learninghub.nhs.uk/catalogue/path

ologyportal



Progress 
updates/Targets

As of the end of 2024 (vs BSH 2024)

 4886 (vs 3370) users across the Portal

Haematology section:
 847 (vs 842) published resources in the morphology section 
 launched 7,257 (vs 5740)  times

 Paediatric cases
 Short and long cases (disclaimer)
 Annotations
 Live sessions
 Organise (can search according to diagnosis or 

experience or type of module)



From beginners to maintaining skills

Competency 
assessments

Annotations, 
Videos (blood film 
review with cases 
and commentary)

Interactive cases 
with feedback

Integrated 
diagnostics cases

Bone marrow 
aspirate & trephine 

slides
Blood films



Case scenario 

https://learninghub.nhs.u
k/Resource/53133/Item



Case feedback



Transfusion

Interactive cases
Concise articles

Interactive e-modules
Re-direct links to
Useful websites  

Higher 
Medical 

Training Blood 
Transfusion 

guidance

Higher 
specialist 
scientific 
training 

curriculum

Enthusiastic 
fellows with 

specialist 
interest in 

transfusion

Haematology 
training 

curriculum



Other

Interactive cases with blood film integration
• HPLC
• Flow cytometry

Haemostasis and Thrombosis key topics 
• Clinical cases in question and answer format
• UKHCDO talks recordings (short videos)

Any good quality relevant resource
• Webinars
• Presentation slides



Call for trainees & scientists

• We need you! We are looking for keen 
educators to contribute and expand our 
library of content. If you have teaching 
materials or ideas for modules, we would love 
to collaborate with you, or you can join our 
haematology editorial team. 



Using the portal to teach live



Live sessions – why?

*This project aimed to 
conduct live teaching 

morphology sessions using the 
pathology portal platform

*To assess trainees’ 
confidence and 

competence in reviewing 
and reporting  blood 

films.



Live sessions – how/what?

 We devised 4 nationwide weekly 
live digital morphology sessions 
using the Pathology Portal 
materials targeted at ST3 
trainees. 

 Invites to sign-up were sent to all 
haematology trainees via the 
JRCPTB

 Pre- and post-course 
questionnaires to participants



Pre-course questionnaire
67 responses!

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I was offered structural competency
assessment before reporting films.

I was offered regular weekly or
monthly morphology teaching at my
workplace.

I have reviewed a blood film before
starting ST3.



Sessions conducted

Introduction
/basic  

morphology.

Red cell 
morphology.

White cell 
morphology.

Paediatric 
morphology 

and 
transfusion 
overview. 



Live sessions-feedback

• Mean attendance per 
session was 56 participants.



Post-course survey 
18 responses!

Impact of live 
sessions

Longer-term impact of the pathology 
portal: under evaluation in currently 
circulating survey. Does using the 
Portal increase trainees’ confidence?



Conclusions

Digital resources can 
lead to harmonisation 
& greater inter-
observer concordance. 

Our pre-course survey 
highlighted the need for 
structured&  regular 
morphology teaching.

Virtual teaching aided 
by the portal was well 
perceived and led to 
subjective improvement 
in morphology skills.

However, digital morphology is 
not a panacea; optical 
microscopy remains the gold 
standard for morphological 
diagnosis and self-directed 
learning should not replace local 
skill-sharing and team-bonding.



Future sessions

We recommend running similar sessions annually 
with invitation to expand to biomedical scientists and 
NHS staff outside specialty training grades



Learners & 
Educators

• Sign up: 
https://learninghub.nhs.uk/
catalogue/pathologyportal

https://learninghub.nhs.uk/catalogue/pathologyportal
https://learninghub.nhs.uk/catalogue/pathologyportal


For contributors

Come and 
join us!

Pathologyportal@
rcpath.org

mailto:Pathologyportal@rcpath.org
mailto:Pathologyportal@rcpath.org


Acknowledgements
• We would like to thank the Royal College of 

Pathologists, the Pathology Portal 
Haematology editorial team, Dr Jesal Patel, 

Dr Matthew Poynton and the transfusion 
editorial team, all Pathology Portal 

Contributors and Mr Luke Thrower for their 
support.



Thank you and Questions?
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